
PollutionWatch



• Interactive web-based tool for accessing 
information on pollution in Canada

• Created and maintained by Canadian 
Environmental Law Association and 
Environmental Defence (ENGOs)

• Uses data (toxics, Criteria Air Contaminants) 
from the Canadian federal National Pollutant 
Release Inventory (NPRI)

• Recently added data on greenhouse gas 
emissions (federal government database)

What is PollutionWatch?



National Pollutant Release Inventory

• Data is published by Environment Canada
• Most recent NPRI data available on 

PollutionWatch is 2003
• 2004 NPRI data will be live on 

PollutionWatch in December 2006
• 2005 NPRI data will be available on 

PollutionWatch once downloadable data 
is posted



Response to PollutionWatch
Launched in April, 2001

– Number of visitors to PollutionWatch has 
steadily increased 

• Oct. 2003: 183,000 hits
• Oct. 2004: 137,000 hits
• Oct. 2005: 1.1 million hits
• Oct. 2006: 1.2 million hits
• 2006: range from 900,000 to 1.3 million hits per 

month

– Used by ENGOs, students, journalists, 
researchers, community groups, financial 
experts, real estate representatives etc.



PollutionWatch Uses

• PollutionWatch partners have used 
the site to:
– Support policy and program work
– Coordinate with community groups 

working on local issues
– Promote access to 

information/community right to know



PollutionWatch Features

• Enhanced community right to know:
– Health effects lists
– Ranking (by company, facility, sector, 

pollutant, province, Great Lakes, 
health effects, etc.)

– Time trends
– Action tools – email facilities



PollutionWatch Homepage



Ranking



Ranking



Ranking



Health Effects Lists
• CEPA Toxics
• Carcinogens
• Endocrine Disrupters
• Respiratory Toxicants
• Reproductive/Development 

Toxicants
• Ozone Depleting Substances



Health Effects Lists



Health Effects Lists



Time Trends



Time Trends



Time Trends



Mapping by Address 
(sneak preview)



Mapping by Address 
(sneak preview)



Action Tools



Reports and Fact Sheets

• Publish PollutionWatch reports and 
fact sheets (available on web site 
under Press Room)
– Great Lakes Reports: Canadian 

facilities; comparison between 
Canadian and US facilities

– Fact Sheets: Annual national and 
provincial overviews



Scorecard.org



Scorecard.org Ranking 



Scorecard.org Rankings - Location



Scorecard.org Chemical Lists



Scorecard.org Chemical Lists



Scorecard.org Chemical Lists



Scorecard.org Chemical Lists



Scorecard.org Health Effects Lists



Scorecard.org Health Effects Lists



Questions? 

PollutionWatch Contacts:
Jennifer Foulds, Environmental Defence, 

416.323.9521 ext. 232; 
jfoulds@environmentaldefence.ca

Fe de Leon, Canadian Environmental Law 
Association, 416.960.2284 ext. 223; 
deleonf@lao.on.ca

mailto:jfoulds@environmentaldefence.ca
mailto:deleonf@lao.on.ca
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