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The waters of the Great Lakes have been called the lifeblood of the region. This paper tests for
NAFTA impacts to these important waters. It also examines the test for assessing NAFTA
Effects. The first part introduces the research team and highlights our findings for general
improvements in the NACEC's Framework for Assessing NAFTA Effects. The second part
describes NAFTA impacts on the Great Lakes Basin in three main areas: bulk water exports and
use, privatization of water services, and water quality, especially as it relates to the growth in
intensive livestock operations in southern Ontario.

Part three contains the elements for a new Common Standard to Protect the Great Lakes that we
recommend, among other things, be listed as a paramount environmental agreement under
NAFTA Article 104. The incorporation of the Common Standard by legislation in the appropriate
jurisdictions, together with enforcement that includes a community based approach., are key to
resolving growing pressures on this exhaustible resource. In addition, we feature a Case Study
that directly applies the Framework to the tragic Walkerton water-crisis in Ontario, following the
downloading of government responsibility for clean water testing to private facilities. The
emerging human right to clean water and a healthy environment is described as a focus of
strategies for water in this century. We conclude that the Framework, while helpful in identifying
NAFTA impacts, requires significant improvements to fulfil NACEC’s mandate to protect the
North American environment.


