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In principle, NAFTA liberdization could have ether a positive, negative, or negligible
environmenta impact on a particular sector, depending on the pre- and post-NAFTA level of
tariffs and other non-tariff factorsinfluencing the sector. For example, NAFTA-induced
imports of fisheries products could relieve environmental pressuresif they substitute for
production of an overfished species, while NAFTA-induced exports of an aready overfished
species could increase pressure on the fishery.

In this study, we analyze data on catch fisheries in North America, including production,
prices, and tariffs (pre- and post-NAFTA). We andyze the extent to which (1) NAFTA
liberdizations were sgnificant for fish products (many important products were dreedy duty-
free or nearly so preeNAFTA), (2) actual or potential changesin trade flows could have taken
place in away reflecting changes in incentives under NAFTA, and (3) significant NAFTA
effects coincide with fisheries which show empirica characterigtics consstent with non-
ugtanableuse. A st of fisheries with Smultaneous evidence of non-sugtainable use, links to
sgnificant tariff liberaization, and sgnificant actud or potentid trade flows relative to production
will beidentified for closer andyss.

In addition to, and possibly overshadowing, NAFTA tariff liberalization, other factors
complicate the link between tariffs, production, and trade flows for catch fisheriesin North
America.  These factorsinclude non-tariff policies of the NAFTA countries affecting fisheries
trade, such as species-specific catch-quota agreements.  The implied relevance or non-
relevance of these non-tariff factors for intraaNAFTA and extraNAFTA trade flows will be
discussed, but not formaly quantified, in the paper.
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