TANANA TRIBAL

(907) 366-7160 Post Office Box 130
Fax (907) 366-7195 Tanana, Alaska 99777
Greg R- Susanke
USEPA

Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics (7404)
401 M Street S. W. Washington D.C. 20460

Re: North American Regiona Action Plan on Mercury

Dear- Mr Susanke

This letter isin response to the mercury review process. | have a question on page 53
Biomonitoring: people line 3 8 1. When sampling to measure health risks, the edible
portion of a standardized filet is used.

The subsistence lifestyle of Alaska nativesis everything but standard. We
definitely fall under the vulnerable populations based on local consumption
patterns and cultural practices.

Fifty-four percent of all Alaskanativesdiet is predominantly anadromous and
catadromous fish species. We consume not just a standardized filet, but the head, tail, and
fins of al anadromous species that migrate up the Y ukon river on ayearly basis.

Wefeel that just testing for mercury in a standardized filet isnot afair representation
of Alaska natives. Furthermore, we feel that in order to be fairly represented; in
accordance with sampling fish for mercury al parts of the fish consurned should be
tested not just a standardized filet.

Sincerely: Paul Edhart

Environmental Specialist



